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High Speed Rail - £billions for whom? 

This story courtesy of the Drivers alliance. 

Lord Adonis the Transport Secretary yesterday announced plans for a High Speed Rail link PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=adonis.jpg"
between London and Birmingham. On the surface, this seems like an inspiring and ambitious project which should be welcomed but why would we want to spend some £40 Billion on a train when the roads are in such a mess?

The road network has suffered from a lack of investment for many years and is showing signs of stress. Congestion is a problem because we are driving on essentially the same network bequeathed to us from the 1960's. As the population expands we have failed to invest in the roads and bridges needed. Estimates of the cost to the country as a result of our congested roads are widely quoted as an annual £20 billion whilst motorists pay over £50 billion into the Treasury every year in motoring related taxes.

Compare this with rail. Every year the British taxpayer subsidises the railways by £5.1 billion whilst the income from fares is roughly the same at £5.1 billion. In other words, the taxpayer already pays half the ticket price for every rail journey. And who benefits? 50% of all rail journeys are made by commuters into London and are less than 20 miles. The wealthiest 25% of people use trains 4 times as much as the poorer 50%. In purely economic terms, rail is not a sustainable method of transport.
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The cost of this new train is half the value of the entire motorway network. For £40 billion we could build every bypass and every road we need to bring the capacity of the roads up to a level required for the 21st century. However, if we spend this money on High Speed Rail, the cost to the taxpayer will never be recouped. With a total capacity of 8 Million passenger journeys a year and a capital cost of £40 billion, a ticket to travel on HS2 would need to cost £575 each way or £1,150 return from London to Birmingham. With a ticket costing anything less, taxpayers across the country pick up the bill.

When only 3.5% of journeys outside London are made by rail, why spend so much money on a train service which will only be used by a few wealthy individuals whilst the majority us continue to travel along potholed congesred and dangerous roads desperately in need of investment? 

To add you comment to this debate, follow this link.
To see our previous report on train vs road - BBC link 


The PPP comments .. We report this issue because of our great concern for road safety. The loss of trend in road safety improvement is clearly a function of our distorted road safety culture and growing congestion, The news channels now employ staff solely to report on the daily nightmare of congestion and crashes across our road network.

We believe this whole project is a smoke screen to make the press and public take their eye of the ball in the run up to the election. The PPP and now the DA have been reporting on the parlous state of our roads for years. The fall in road spending started in 1997 and the cost in commercial terms and lives is well documented. The UK is now bottom of yet another of the league tables that defines a civilised and organised  industrial society … road networks.

The ABD have a set of charts (data below) comparing MWay capacity in all the European countries. In this comparison the UK is again clearly the ‘poor man of Europe’ and this is making us uncompetitive and is why we have lost our lead in road casualty reduction. 
Comparitive Mway capacity for European countries courtesy of the ABD
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Length in itself is not indicative of anything specific — we obviously need to take into account the population and land area of each country. 

This shows the UK to be the third worst in Europe in terms of motorway length per person, and serves as a graphic indication of the real reason our motorways are congested and becoming more dangerous.

